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Madelung argues that, according to the Qur'an, the succession to prophets is a (1) -\
matter of divine choice (not of a shura) and that God usually chooses prophets'
successors from their own kin. Consequently, the Banu Hashim had a strong case that
Muhammad's successor should be one of their number. Obviously, this turned out not
to be the case. While some will take issue with Madelung's "Hashimite" telling of the
tale, he presents his case quite convincinglyat times even with compelling passion
surprisingly far from sober; an almost partisan argument about the position of (v) -v
Ali

Yet Madelung himself gives evidence to show that Abu Bakr deeply desired to (v) -
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fulfull the Prophet's wishes (pp. f#-fv) and he says that Umar "always stood for a
rigorous, unconditional backing of the cause and principles of Islam" (p. sr). But if this
is true, how could Madelung insist, on the basis of weak and contradictory evidence,
that Umar conspired with Abu Bakr to intentionally subvert the Prophet's wishes for

?his succession
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This review may have given the impression that the book is ShTcite in nature," (v) -v
but this is not so. The author carefully presents all sides of the issues, Sunnl, ShTcite,
and secular historical, and draws his conclusions on the basis of his scholarly critique
(of the sources " . (p Af

Madelung's work is vigorously, and at times disconcertingly, partisan. Here" ) -
again there is a useful point to be made : traditional scholarship, influenced by the bulk
of the sources, has tended to be, whether consciously or not, Sunni. The claims of the
first three Caliphs are accepted as valid and the accession of Mu'awiya is more or less
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approved. It is therefore interesting and stimulating to encounter a strongly pro-Alid
reading of the sources." , Kennedy, Hugh, "Review of The Succession to Muhammad,

Al
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This is a judicious and honestly critical account of momentous events that" () -\
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reflects the weight of information in a wide array of Arabic texts. " , Morony, Michael
G., Review of The Succession to Muhammad, 1oy

The only context Madelung provides is Quranic, where prophets do indeed have" (v) -¥
and desire heirs in passages that have been used by Shiis and which he uses to argue
that Muhammad would have seen succession to himself in the same terms.
Unfortunately, he gives no citation or examples for his assertion that "in the Quran,
the descendants and close kin of the prophets are their heirs also in respect to
kingship (mulk), rule hukm), wisdom chikmna), the book and the imamate". " , Ibid,
AOF
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Takim, Liyakat, Heirs of the Prophet : Charisma and Religious Authority in Shiite (1) -\
Islam, Albany, NY : State University of New York Press, v..¢
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The Quran further presented a challenge to the nascent Muslim community to" (1) -
establish a just social order under the charismatic authority of the Prophet
Muhammad. Moreover, it supported Muhammad in his claim to exclusive charismatic
authority. It maintained that this mode of authority could be traced to erstwhile
prophets and that the charisma of the previous prophets had been transmitted to

" their offspring, the succeeding prophets
Campbell, Robert A., Leadership succession in early Islam : Exploring the nature (v) -v
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and role of historical precedents, The Leadership Quarterly 1a (v +A) fYs—fra

The historical narrative that Muslims have constructed places Muhammad and (r) -
Islam within a framework of Jewish and Christian precedents. If, as I will outline in
what follows, Jewish and Christian scripture record that Moses and Jesus, as founders
of their respective religious traditions, named successors, then on the basis of internal
consistency arguments alone it is logical to suggest both that Muhammad would have
appointed a successor and that there should be some record of that appointment
within the corpus of Islamic sacred literature

With respect to the succession story in particular, Silver (\aay, pp. yra-va.) makes" (f) -¢
two interesting points about the way it was interpreted and utilized in the medieval
period. First, he indicates that the rabbis often pointed to this story in order to defend
their own claims to exercise leadership and to appoint successors. Second, Jews
would commonly use this story polemically against Muslims in debates over the
superiority of their respective prophets, arguing that when it came to providing for
the next generations of the faithful Moses had succeeded where Muhammad had
failed. " Ibid: s
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There are a number of excellent historical studies of the early caliphate," (1) -\
providing extended coverage of the evidence and offering a variety of interpretations
e.g., Crone Hinds, vaA#; Donner, yaay; Madelung, vaav; Petersen, vas¥; Rogerson, y..5.)
!, Ibid: fyy

Muhammad does not clearly appoint a successor, nor does he provide ( v) -
instructions on how one should be chosen. Both of these facts place Islam at odds
with the precedents established in Judaism and Christianity

One possible explanation for this break with tradition, as highlighted by Kung (v) -»
(v++v, p. v#%) is that, religiously, it is the Qur'an that replaces Muhammad as leader of
the community. Politically it could be suggested that the community was left to
operate as it always had, by the precedents of the tribal norms of Arabia. This


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14909/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_204_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14909/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_204_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14909/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_204_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14909/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_204_4
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

however would be inconsistent with the replacement of tribal values by the legal and
social establishment of the Islamic community in Medina, which is well-documented in
the Qur'an

a systematic analysis of major religious texts, including the Qur'an, needs to be (f) -¢
carried out, if for no other reason than to provide insight into what might be viewed as
the ideal case of leadership within the context of each religious tradition
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